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- Th9 MAILING DATE of this communication appoars on tha covorsiioet with tho conospondonco address - 



Peilod for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may oe available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, ntay a reply he timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this commuNcation. 

• If NO period ftx repty is specified above, the maximum statute^ period wll appiy and wiU expire S(X (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this oommunicaflon. 

- Fai^re to reply within the set or extended period for reply wiS. by statute, cause the appDcalion to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply ree^ved by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this oommunlcation. even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term at^ustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b}. 

Statue 

Responsive to cofyimunicaBonfs^ filed on 02 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)ISI This action is non*final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) ^39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the at)Ove claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) ISI Claim(s) 1-39 Is/are rejected. 

Claim(s)_: is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) [S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)IS The drawlng(s) filed on 02 March 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be hetd in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1, 85(a). 

Replacement drav^ing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing($) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

PHorlty under 35 U,S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of 

1 D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
applicatton from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachmant(9) 

1) IS Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftspeison'8 Patent Drawing Review (PTO-94a) 

3) Q Infbmiation Disctosure $tatemem(9) (PTO/SB/OB) 

Paper No(9)/Matl Date . 



4) D Interview Swnmary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mall Date. . 

[H Notice of Informal Patent Application 
6)Doiher , 



U.S. Patent and Tradamaili Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 
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Part of Paper Nc/Mali Date 20070625 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the application filed on 03/02/2004 

2. Claims 1-39 are pending and have been examined. 

Oath/Declaration 

3. The Office acknowledges receipt of a properly signed oath/declaration filed on 
March 02, 2004. 

Priority 

4. The priority date considered for this application is July 26 1 999. 



Drawings 

5. The drawings filed on March 02, 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 



Specifleatlon 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following infonnalities: 

The infomiation disclosed in section RELATED APPLICATIONS is not correct 
and Is not consistent with PTO records (see for example, at page 1 , paragraph 
[0001], line 3, for application nuniber 09/529,992, now becomes US Patent 
Number 6,690,982 and is different from Patent Number 6,529,992 as applicant 
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disclosed at line 4. For the US Patent Number 6,529,992. its original application 
number is 09/360,337) 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objecttons 

7. Claims 35-39 are objected to because of the following infomiaiities: 

Claims 35-39: Group of claims 35-39 and claims 26-30 all dependent on claim 
19, but claim similar subject matter about external devices. The Examiner 
believes these are typos. For the purpose of compact prosecution, the Examiner 
treats claims 35-39 as the dependent claims of claim 31. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 
. 8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 2, 8, 27-30 and 35-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 

paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
Claim 2 recites the limitation "said task disk control file" at page 32, line 1 . There 
is insufficient antecedent basis. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the TC 21 00 Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is 571- 272-1000. 

Infomnatlon regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infomnation Retrievial (PAIR) system. Status infonnation 
for published applications may be obtained fix>m either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://|pair 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Ejectronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Sen/ice 
Representative or access to the aut(Hnated infonnation system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



ZW 




